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to say cacao 
point your 
device here!
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Precious Materials
In all societies and cultures, certain items have importance and value over others. For the Maya, items like 
the cacao bean, jade, obsidian, maize, feathers and shells were very important and precious to them.

Cacao
Cacao comes from the Maya area and was grown mainly in 
Guatemala. Cacao beans were used to make the chocolate 
drinks loved by the Maya, and today we make chocolate bars 
with the same beans! The Maya made their chocolate drinks with 
spices like chilli, so it would be very di�erent to the hot 
chocolate you are used to drinking. Cacao beans can be roasted 
and stored easily, which meant the Maya used them like we use 
money today!

Obsidian
Many cultures held gold as their 
most precious material. For the 
Maya, jade was their most 
precious material. The stone is 
very hard to shape but the Maya 
mastered this skill.

Instead of metal tools, the Maya 
used obsidian. Obsidian is a 

volcanic glass used for making 
things like arrowheads and small 

blades. We even use obsidian today in 
medical surgeries as it is one of the 

sharpest materials known to humans.

Did you know?

Quetzal
Quetzal feathers were used in 

headdresses, capes and other 
personal e�ects by the nobles and 

was seen as an item of prestige. The 
Quetzal is the modern currency 

of Guatemala.

The jaguar was very 
important to the Maya, 

and it’s pelt was often used 
in the clothing of rulers, as 

well as covering thrones. 

Jaguar

A Maya vase showing a ruler with
a frothy chocolate drink 
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Tap the Maya �ute to hear what Maya music may have sounded like. 
The Maya made �utes out of clay, but also made drums, rattles and trumpets.
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